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Personal information  

First name / Surname  Hegedüs / József 

Address 1093 Budapest, Lónyay u. 34 

Telephone 36-1-217-9041 Mobile: 36-30-964-5935 

Fax 36-1-216-3001 

E-mail hegedus@mri.hu  
  

Nationality Hungarian  
  

Date of birth 26 May, 1951 
  

Gender Male 
  

  
  

Work experience  
  

Dates 1989 to date 

Occupation or position held Chief Economist, Managing Director 

Main activities and responsibilities A co-manager of a research company (8-10 researchers and 2-administrators). 
Dr. Hegedüs has outstanding experience in working on housing policy issues in Hungary and 
countries in transition. Within Hungary he has been a member of the National Housing Policy 
Committee (advisory group for the government) since 1996 and co-authored several housing policy 
papers commissioned by the Hungarian government.  
Dr Hegedüs is a founding member of Metropolitan Research Institute, which was established in 1989. 
Dr. Hegedüs carries out research in housing policy, urban economics and municipal finance.  He has 
worked in several technical assistance projects in transitional countries (Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Georgia, Bulgaria, Russia, Macedonia, Serbia) financed by USAID, Council of Europe, Council of 
European Development Bank, the World Bank, World Bank Institute, Bertelsman Foundation, UNDP 
and the Open Society Institute. He was member of the Advisory Board of the Global Research Network 
on Human Settlements (HS-NET) between 2004-2009. 
Currently Dr. Hegedus is lead researcher in two ongoing international EU FP7 projects, and the lead 
member of the Social Rental Agency project in Hungary.  
He was the author and team leader of projects aimed at developing local housing strategies for various 
cities in Hungary.  
Internationally he has also been active in research and policy advising for international actors (UN 
Habitat, World Bank). He was working on housing policy issues in South-East European projects 
directed by the Council of Europe and the Council of Europe Development Bank. He was the consultant 
of a Council of Europe project on housing for vulnerable people, which involved Bulgaria, Russia, 
Croatia, Romania and the Czech Republic.  In 2008 he worked in an EU project helping the 
government of Bosnia-Herzegovina to develop a social housing strategy. In 2009-2010 he was regional 
coordinator for a project on social housing in the EU, as a part of a study prepared for the Commission 
on social services for general interest. 
Since 1989 he has been one of the working group coordinators of ENHR (European Network of 
Housing Researchers) on Eastern European Housing Policy. He was a member of the advisory board 
of the Habitat for Humanity housing policy index project. He has been working with local governments 
to improve their financial management in Hungary and abroad. 
Dr. Hegedüs gained extensive experience in municipal finance and local government issues. He has 
been working on projects related to decentralization in transition countries in the East-Central European 
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region. He was working with a group of local experts to develop the new law on the city of Skopje with 
special emphasis on intergovernmental relations. In Ethiopia, Dr. Hegedüs worked with the regional 
governments of Tigray and Amhara on the reform of the intergovernmental transfer system in order to 
give more autonomy to local governments. Dr. Hegedüs led an expert group to design a formula based 
local government housing sector grant in Hungary, which is still in use.  
At a two-week post-graduate summer course held every year since 1999 at the Central European 
University Budapest, Hegedüs has been sharing recent knowledge on decentralization with 
practitioners and students from the region.  
Dr. Hegedüs studied several issues related to intergovernmental fiscal relations in the region: he led a 
team working on the role of non-tax local government revenues, was a co-author of a chapter on 
municipal borrowing in Hungary, and has recently conducted research on local governments’ 
contingent liability in Hungary.  
 

Name and address of employer Metropolitan Research Institute 
1093-Budapest, Lónyay u. 34 

Type of business or sector Research and policy advisory 

  

Dates 1994 – to date 

Occupation or position held Adjunct professor  

Main activities and responsibilities Held graduate and undergraduate courses on housing issues and municipal finance. 

Name and address of employer Corvinus University of Economics (formerly Budapest University of Economics) 

Type of business or sector Education 

  

Dates 1981 - 1989 

Occupation or position held Research Fellow 

Main activities and responsibilities Research conducted on housing and urban policy 

Name and address of employer Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Institute of Sociology 

Type of business or sector Research (social science) 

  

Dates 1976 – 1981 

Occupation or position held Sociologist 

Main activities and responsibilities Research conducted on urban development issues of the capital 

Name and address of employer Planning Institute of Budapest 

Type of business or sector Research (social science) 

 
 

Education and training 

 

  

Dates 1992-1994 

Title of qualification awarded Ph.D. Sociology 

Principal subjects/occupational skills 
covered 

Sociology 

Name and type of organisation 
providing education and training 

Hungarian Academy of Sciences 

  

Dates 1970-1975 

Title of qualification awarded Master’s degree in Economics 

Principal subjects/occupational skills 
covered 

Economics 

Name and type of organisation 
providing education and training 

Budapest University of Economics 
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Personal skills   

Mother tongue Hungarian  

Other language(s)  

Self-assessment  Understanding Speaking Writing 

European level   Listening Reading Spoken interaction Spoken production  

English  C2 Proficient C2 Proficient C2 Proficient C2 Proficient C2 Proficient 

Russian  A2 Basic A2 Basic A2 Basic A2 Basic A1 Basic 
  

Computer skills and competences Advanced level user of MS Word, MS Excel, Power Point, Visio, and Statistical Package SPSS 
  

  

Other skills and competences - Dr. Hegedüs is a highly skilled and experienced leader with a keen sense of diplomacy; he has 
been in various leadership positions, in mixed, international, and intercultural working and research 
groups, for over 25 years. He has been involved in various research and consultancy projects 
which required coordination and administration skills, including (among others):  

- He has been a member of the National Housing Policy Committee (advisory group for the 
government) since 1996 and co-author of several housing policy papers commissioned by the 
Hungarian government and is currently involved in the preparation of a new reform proposal.  

- He has been one of the working group coordinators of ENHR (European Network of Housing 
Researchers) on Eastern European Housing Policy since 1989. 

- He was one of the main researchers of the regional housing indicator project of UN Habitat and the 
World Bank in the mid-nineties.  

- He was a consultant on housing policy issues in South-East European projects directed by the 
Council of Europe and the Council of Europe Development Bank from 2000 till 2004.  He has been 
the consultant of a Council of Europe project on housing for vulnerable people, which involved 
Bulgaria, Russia, Croatia, Romania and the Czech Republic.  

- He worked in Ethiopia with the regional governments (of Tigray and Amhra) on the reform of the 
intergovernmental transfer system in order to give more autonomy to local governments. He 
worked on similar issues in Georgia.  

- He has been working with local governments to improve their financial management (budgeting, 
etc.) both in Hungary and abroad (Russia).  

  

Driving licence Valid driving licence since 1978 (category B) 
  

Additional information Include here any other information that may be relevant, for example contact persons, references, etc. 
(Remove heading if not relevant, see instructions) 

  

Annexes List of recent publications: 

József Hegedüs: The Transformation of the Social Housing Sector in Eastern Europe - a Conceptual 
Framework in Hegedüs-Lux-Teller (ed): Social Housing in Transition Countries, pp. 1-32 Routledge 
2012. 

József Hegedüs: Housing privatization and restitution in post-socialist countries (to be published in 
Hegedüs-Lux-Teller (ed): Social Housing in Transition Countries, pp. 33-49 Routledge 2012.) 

József Hegedüs: Social housing in Hungary: Ideas and plans without political will in Hegedüs-Lux-
Teller (ed): Social Housing in in Transition Countries, pp. 180-194 Routledge 2012.) 

József Hegedüs – Nóra Teller: Social Landlords and Social Housing Management Introduction: Trends 
in Social Housing Management In Hegedüs-Lux-Teller (ed): Social Housing in Transition Countries, pp. 
81-97 Routledge 2012. 

Wolfgang Amann, József Hegedüs, Martin Lux, Elisabeth Springler: Financing Social Housing In 
Hegedüs-Lux-Teller (ed): Social Housing in Transition Countries, pp. 50-64 Routledge 2012. 
 
József Hegedüs, Martin Lux, and Petr Sunega, “Decline and depression: the impact of the global 
economic crisis on housing markets in two post-socialist states,” Journal of Housing and the Built 
Environment 26 (June 11, 2011): 315-333. 

Hegedüs J.,: Housing policy and the economic crisis – the case of Hungary in Housing Markets And 
The Global Financial Crisis: The Uneven Impact On Households edited by  Ray Forrest and Ngai-Ming 
Yip Edward Elgar Publishing Limited  2011  

 


